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Abstract: A rhodium(III)-catalyzed C�H amina-
tion of benzamides and isoquinolones with anthra-
nils has been realized under assistance of weakly
coordinating amide, leading to a bifunctionalized
amination product which can further cyclize to
acridine under in situ or ex situ conditions.

Keywords: C�H amination; anthranil; benzamide;
isoquinolone; bifunctionality

The C�N bond is a key linkage in organics and
pharmaceuticals.[1] Efficient construction of C�N bond
has been an ongoing task in the past decades. Tradi-
tional protocols of construction of C(aryl)-N bond
include the Buchwald-Hartwig amination,[2] the Chan-
Lam coupling,[3] and the Ullman coupling, among
others. These methods required functionalized aro-
matic starting materials or harsh conditions which
delivered products with limited atom-economy. With
the increasing interest of C�H activation chemistry,
transition metal catalyzed C�H amination/amidation[4]

has been increasingly explored using palladium,[5]

rhodium,[6] ruthenium,[7] iridium,[8] cobalt,[9] and cop-
per[10] catalysts. Two classes of amination reactions
have been developed using nucleophilic or electro-
philic aminating reagents. The electrophilic aminating
reagents are particularly attractive owing to high
reactivity and redox-neutrality (Figure 1).[11–16]

While the strategy of C�H amination is appealing,
it is desirable to introduce two functional groups in
one single transformation. Ideally, this is realized by
scission of an N�E bond of a ring (E=N, O, or C) and
both the N and the E atoms are incorporated into the
product, leading to bifunctionality. In this context, we
and others independently applied anthranils as an

aminating reagent for both sp2 and sp3 C�H bonds
under chelation assistance.[14,17] In the cases when
highly nucleophilic arene substrates such as indoles
were used, further cyclization to acridines may arise
due to the nucleophilic nature of the aniline inter-
mediate and the electrophilicity of the resulting
proximal carbonyl group.[17a,b] Despite the progress,
the directing group of such systems have been strictly
limited to strong nitrogen chelators.[14,17] Applications
of weak oxygen chelators[18] in amination have been
rare in general, and secondary amides were mostly
employed.[19] Thus, it is important to develop amina-
tion systems using tertiary amides[20] as directing
groups that are both readily available and easily
transformable. However, challenges remain not only
in the weak directing effect of an amide directing
group but also in the relative instability of the
anthranils, which readily decompose to the ortho
amino ketones via (reductive) ring scission.[14]

We initiated our studies with the optimization of
the reaction conditions of the coupling of N-Benzoyl-
pyrrolidine 1a and anthranil 2 a (Table 1). In the
presence of a cationic rhodium(III) catalyst, an ortho
C�H amination reaction occurred in DCE at 120 8C to
give the aminated product 3 aa in 52% yield (entry 1),

Figure 1. Electrophilic Aminating/Amidating Reagents in
C�H Activation.
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together with an ortho-aminobenzophenone, a typical
decomposition product of this anthranil. Omission of
the HOAc additive led to a poor coupling efficiency
(entry 2). The reaction is sensitive to choice of solvent,
and only halogenated solvents seem applicable to
ensure good efficiency (entries 3–7). Thus, 1,2-dichlor-
obenzene (DCB) was identified as the optimal solvent
(entry 4). Switch of the additive to zinc acetate raised
the yield to 86% (entry 9), while other Zn(II) salts or
metal acetates all resulted in lower yields (entry 10–
16), indicating that both the cation and anion of
Zn(OAc)2 played an important role. Further lowering
or increasing the reaction temperature all gave
diminished yields (entries 17 and 18). In all cases, only
a small amount (<5%) of the amination-annulation
product was obtained, but a fair amount of the
decomposition product of anthranil was observed.

With the optimized reaction conditions in hand, we
next explored the scope and limitations of this
coupling system (Scheme 1). The scope of the arene
was first examined in the coupling with anthranil 2 a.
Benzoylpyrrolidines bearing halogens (3 ha, 3 ia),
electron-donating (3 ca, 3 da), and -withdrawing (3 fa)
groups at the para position were all applicable,

although an electron-withdrawing group tends to
attenuate the yield (3fa, 3 ia). Introduction of different
meta substituents is also tolerated, and the amination
reaction tend to occur at the less hindered ortho site
with moderate yield (3 ja, 3 ka). An exception was
observed for meta-F group, where two isomeric
products (3 la and 3 la’) were obtained due to the
secondary directing effect. Besides the amination of a
benzene ring, the reaction has been extended to a
thiophene substrate (3 ma) under modified conditions.

Extension of the benzamide substrate to isoquino-
lones, another class of arene, proved successful.
Interestingly, substrate dependent selectivity was ob-
served for this type of arene. Thus, N-methyl and
-ethylisoquinolones underwent C(8)-H activation and
coupling with 2 a to afford the corresponding amina-
tion product as the major pathway (3oa–3 ra). In
contrast, N-isopropyl, -cyclopentyl, and -benzylisoqui-
nolones coupled under the same conditions to afford
fused acridines as the major products via amination-
cyclization condensation (4 sa–4 ua). The switch of the
reaction selectivity is dictated by the subtle differences
of the N-substituent in terms of electronic and steric
effects. Electronically, the cyclization is favored by a
more electron-donating N-substituent.

The scope of anthranil was then examined using
both benzoylpyrrolidine and isoquinolone as the arene
substrate (Scheme 2). The amination reaction pro-
ceeded smoothly for various anthranils bearing halo-
gen and alkyl substituents in the aryl ring and in the
anthranil ring (50–80%). The halogen groups in the
final aminated product should provide handles for
further chemical functionalization.

To better define the scope of anthranils, 3-unsub-
stituted anthranils were applied. In contrast to the
ortho-amination reaction in Scheme 2, the correspond-
ing aldehyde was not observed. Instead, the amina-
tion-cyclization condensation products were isolated,
and the condensation was favored by the more
reactive aldehyde intermediate. Thus, anthranils bear-
ing different substituents in the backbone underwent
smooth coupling with 1 a to afford the corresponding
annulated product in moderate to good yields
(Scheme 3)

To realize the above acridine synthesis from the
corresponding 3-substituted anthranils, the electro-
philicity of the aminated ketone intermediate must be
enhanced. Thus, treatment of these ketones with TFA
as a solvent led to smooth condensation in excellent
yield (4 aa–4 ja, Scheme 4). Alternatively, telescoping
synthesis of such products from benzamide 1 a and
anthranil was also realized in an overall good yield
(eq 1).

Besides the condensation reaction, derivatization
of two aminated products was also conducted. Selec-
tive reduction of 3aa using NaBH4 afforded the
alcohol 5 in high yield. When alcohol 5 was reacted

Table 1. Screening of Reaction Conditions[a].

entry additive (equiv) solvent T (oC) yield (%) [b]

1 HOAc (2) DCE 120 52
2 – DCE 120 40
3 HOAc (2) PhCl 120 56
4 HOAc (2) DCB 120 65
5 HOAc (2) PhCF3 120 50
6 HOAc (2) MeOH 120 0
7 HOAc (2) THF 120 0
8 PivOH (2) DCB 120 50
9 Zn(OAc)2(0.3) DCB 120 86
10 Zn(OTf)2 (0.3) DCB 120 60
11 ZnSO4 (0.3) DCB 120 41
12 ZnBr2 (0.3) DCB 120 0
13 NaOAc (0.3) DCB 120 62
14 KOAc (0.3) DCB 120 50
15 Ca(OAc)2 (0.3) DCB 120 65
16 AgOAc (0.3) DCB 120 78
17 Zn(OAc)2 (0.3) DCB 135 62
18 Zn(OAc)2 (0.3) DCB 110 70
[a] The reaction was carried out using 1 a (0.2 mmol), 2 a

(0.4 mmol), [Cp*Rh(MeCN)3](SbF6)2 (8 mol%), additive
in a solvent (2 mL) at T 8C for 36 h under Ar.

[b] Isolated yield.
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Scheme 1. Substrate Scope of Amides. Reaction conditions: 1 (0.2 mmol), 2 a (0.4 mmol), [Cp*Rh(MeCN)3](SbF6)2 (8 mol %),
Zn(OAc)2 (0.3 equiv), DCB (2 mL), 120 8C, 36 h, isolated yield after column chromatography.

Scheme 2. Scope of Anthranils in Amination. Reaction conditions: amide (0.2 mmol), anthranil (0.4 mmol),
[Cp*Rh(MeCN)3](SbF6)2 (8 mol%), Zn(OAc)2 (0.3 equiv), DCB (2 mL), 120 8C, 36 h, isolated yield after column
chromatography.
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with 2-methylfuran, the arylated derivative 6 was
obtained in high yield. Treatment with m-CPBA and
TFA afforded the transannulated product 7 in overall
moderate yield (eq 2).[21] Reduction of 3 ja with LAH
led to reduction of both the amide and the ketone
functional groups (eq 3). To further display the
synthetic utility, a 2 mmol-scale reaction has been
performed and the product 3 ba was obtained in 83%
yield (eq 4).

(1)

(2)

(3)

Scheme 3. Amination-Cyclization Using 3-Unsubstituted Anthranils. Reaction Conditions: 1a (0.2 mmol), anthranil
(0.4 mmol), [Cp*Rh(MeCN)3](SbF6)2 (8 mol%), and Zn(OAc)2 (0.3 equiv), DCB (2 mL), 120 8C, 36 h, isolated yield after
column chromatography.

Scheme 4. Transformations of Some Coupled Products. Reaction conditions: compound 3 (0.1 mmol), TFA (1 mL), 80 8C, 12 h,
isolated yield after column chromatography.
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(4)

Preliminary studies have been performed to ex-
plore the mechanism of this amination process. H/D
exchange was performed for the coupling of 1 b and
2 a in the presence of CD3COOD, from which 1b was
recovered with 77% deuteration at the ortho positions.
Also, the aminated product was obtained with 65%
deuteration at the ortho’ position. Measurement of
the kinetic isotope effect (KIE) under intermolecular
competition conditions using 1 a and 1 a-d5 gave kH/
kD =3.55. These data collectively suggested the rele-
vancy of C�H activation (Scheme 5).

In summary, we have applied tertiary amide as a
weak directing group for the C�H amination of arenes
using anthranils. Both benzoylpyrrolidines and N-
alkylisoquinolones are viable arene substrates. The
reaction could afford terminal amination products or
further cyclized products, and this selectivity was
under substrate control. This coupling system ex-
pended the scope of arenes in C�H amination assisted
by a weak directing group. Studies on C�H activation
of arenes and alkenes assisted by other weakly
coordinating directing groups are underway and will
be reported in due course.

Experimental Section
General Procedure for the Synthesis of Compound 3,
4 sa–4 ua and 4 ai–4am

Arene 1 (0.2 mmol, 1 equiv), anthranil 2 (0.4 mmol, 2 equiv),
[Cp*Rh(MeCN)3](SbF6)2 (8 mol%) and Zn(OAc)2

(0.3 equiv) were charged into a Schlenk tube, to which was
added anhydrous DCB (2.0 mL) under argon. The reaction
mixture was stirred at 120 8C for 36 h. After cooled to room

temperature, the solvent was removed under reduced
pressure and the residue was purified by silica gel chroma-
tography using acetate/petroleum ether/NH3.H2O (1:7:0.2~
1:1:0.2) to afford the desired product.

Acknowledgements
The NSFC (Nos. 21525208 and 21472186) and research fund
from Henan Normal University (5101034011009) are grate-
fully acknowledged.

References

[1] a) D. W. Zhang, X. Zhao, J. L. Hou, Z. T. Li, Chem.
Rev. 2012, 112, 5271; b) C. L. Allen, J. M. Williams, J.
Chem. Soc. Rev. 2011, 40, 3405.

[2] J. P. Wolfe, S. Wagaw, J. F. Marcoux, S. L. Buchwald,
Acc. Chem. Res. 1998, 31, 805.

[3] a) D. M. T. Chan, K. L. Monaco, R. P. Wang, M. P.
Winters, Tetrahedron Lett. 1998, 39, 2933; b) P. Y. S.
Lam, C. G. Clark, S. Saubernt, J. Adams, M. P. Winters,
D. M. T. Chan, A. Combs, Tetrahedron Lett. 1998, 39,
2941.

[4] For selected reviews on C�H amination, see: a) S. H.
Cho, J. Y. Kim, J. Kwak, S. Chang, Chem. Soc. Rev.
2011, 40, 5068; b) F. Collet, C. Lescot, P. Dauban, Chem.
Soc. Rev. 2011, 40, 1926; c) J. L. Jeffrey, R. Sarpong,
Chem. Sci. 2013, 4, 409; d) K. Shin, H. Kim, S. Chang,
Acc. Chem. Res. 2015, 48,1040; e) M. L. Louillat, F. W.
Patureau, Chem. Soc.Rev. 2014, 43, 901; f) J. Jiao, K.
Murakami, K. Itami, ACS Catal. 2016, 6, 610; g) Y.
Park, Y. Kim, S. Chang, Chem. Rev. 2017, 117, 9247.

[5] a) H. Y. Thu, W. Y. Yu, C. M. Che, J. Am. Chem. Soc.
2006, 128, 9048; b) B. Xiao, T. J. Gong, J. Xu, Z. J. Liu,
L. Liu, J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2011, 133, 1466; c) K. H. Ng,
A. S. C. Chan, W. Y. Yu, J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2010, 132,
12862; d) E. J. Yoo, S. Ma, T. S. Mei, K. S. L. Chan, J. Q.
Yu, J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2011, 133, 7652; e) D. Zhu, G.
Yang, J. He, L. Chu, G. Chen, W. Gong, K. Chen, M. D.
Eastgate, J. Q. Yu, Angew. Chem., Int. Ed. 2015, 54,

Scheme 5. Mechanistic Studies.

UPDATES asc.wiley-vch.de

Adv. Synth. Catal. 2017, 359, 4411 – 4416 4415 � 2017 Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim

http://asc.wiley-vch.de


1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57

2497; f) K. Sun, Y. Li, T. Xiong, J. Zhang, Q. Zhang, J.
Am. Chem. Soc. 2011, 133, 1694.

[6] a) N. Ka�Ho, Z. Zhou, W. Y. Yu, Org. Lett. 2012, 14,
272; b) S. Yu, B. Wan, X. Li, Org. Lett. 2013, 15, 3706;
c) D. G. Yu, M. Suri, F. Glorius, J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2013,
135, 8802; d) Y. Lian, J. R. Hummel, R. G. Bergman,
J. A. Ellman, J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2013, 135, 12548; e) C.
Grohmann, H. Wang, F. Glorius, Org. Lett. 2013, 15,
3014; f) J. Y. Kim, S. H. Park, J. Ryu, S. C. Hwan, S. H.
Kim, S. Chang, J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2012, 134, 9110; g) J.
Wippich, N. Truchan, T. Bach, Adv. Synth. Catal. 2016,
358, 2083; h) M. A. Ali, X. Yao, G. Li, H. Lu, Org. Lett.
2016, 18, 1386; i) B Zhou, J. Du, Y. Yang, H. Feng, Y.
Li, Org. Lett. 2013, 15, 6302; j) Q. Wang, X. Li, Org.
Lett. 2016, 18, 2102; k) R. J. Tang, C. P. Luo, L. Yang,
C. J. Li, Adv. Synth. Catal. 2013, 355, 869; l) H. Zhao, Y.
Shang, W. Su, Org. Lett. 2013, 15, 5106; m) H. W. Wang,
Y. Liu, B. Zhang, W. Y. Sun, J. Q. Yu, Angew. Chem.,
Int. Ed. 2017, DOI: 10.1002/anie.201703300; n) X.
Huang, Y. Wang, J. Lan, J. You, Angew. Chem., Int. Ed.
2015, 54, 9404.

[7] a) Q. Z. Zheng, Y. F. Liang, C. Qin, N. Jiao, Chem.
Commun. 2013, 49, 5654; b) M. R. Yadav, R. K. Rit,
A. K. Sahoo, Org. Lett. 2013, 15, 1638; c) V. S. Thiruna-
vukkarasu, K. Raghuvanshi, L. Ackermann, Org. Lett.
2013, 15, 3286; d) C. Pan, A. Abdukader, J. Han, Y.
Cheng, C. Zhu, Chem. Eur. J. 2014, 20, 3606; e) Y. Shin,
J. Org. Chem. 2014, 79, 9262; f) X. Wang, C. Zhang, J.
Li, C. Jiang, F. Su, Z. Zhan, L. Hai, Z. Chen, Y. Wu,
RSC Adv. 2016, 6, 68929; g) K. Shin, J. Ryu, S. Chang,
Org. Lett. 2014, 16, 2022; h) M. Shang, S. H. Zeng, S. Z.
Sun, H. X. Dai, J. Q. Yu, Org. Lett. 2013, 15, 5286.

[8] a) H. Kim, G. Park, J. Park, S. Chang, ACS Catal. 2016,
6, 5922; b) C. Pan, N. Jin, H. Zhang, J. Han, C. Zhu, J.
Org. Chem. 2014, 79, 9427; c) T. Zhang, X. Hu, Z.
Wang, T. Yang, H. Sun, G. Li, H. Lu, Chem. Eur. J.
2016, 22, 2920; d) T. Zhang, Z. Wang, X. Hu, M. Yu, T.
Deng, G. Li, H. Lu, J. Org. Chem. 2016, 81, 4898; e) V.
Lanke, K. R. Prabhu, Chem. Commun. 2017, 53, 5117.

[9] a) T. M. Figg, S. Park, J. Park, S. Chang, Organometallics
2014, 33, 4076; b) B. Sun, T. Yoshino, S. Matsunaga, M.
Kanai, Adv. Synth. Catal. 2014, 356, 1491; c) P. Patel, S.
Chang, ACS Catal. 2015, 5, 853; d) J. Park, S. Chang,
Angew. Chem., Int. Ed. 2015, 54, 14103; e) Y. Park, K. T.
Park, J. G. Kim; S. Chang, J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2015, 137,
4534; f) Y. Liang, Y. F. Liang, C. Tang, Y. Yuan, N. Jiao,
Chem. Eur. J. 2015, 21, 16395; g) R. Mei, J. Loup, L.
Ackermann, ACS Catal. 2016, 6, 793; h) H. Wang,
M. M. Lorion, L. Ackermann, Angew. Chem., Int. Ed.
2016, 55, 10386; i) L. B. Zhang, S. K. Zhang, D. Wei, X.
Zhu, X. Q. Hao, J. H. Su, J. L. Niu, M. P. Song, Org.
Lett. 2016, 18, 1318.

[10] a) X. Chen, X. S. Hao, C. E. Goodhue, J. Q. Yu, J. Am.
Chem. Soc. 2006, 128, 6790; b) T. Uemura, S. Imoto, N.
Chatani, Chem. Lett. 2006, 35, 842; c) Q. Shuai, G.
Deng, Z. Chua, D. S. Bohle, C. J. Li, Adv. Synth. Catal.
2010, 352, 632; d) A. John, K. M. Nicholas, J. Org.
Chem. 2011, 76, 4158; e) L. D. Tran, J. Roane, O.
Daugulis, Angew. Chem., Int. Ed. 2013, 52, 6043; f) J.
Roane, O. Daugulis, J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2016, 138, 4601;
g) Q. Li, S. Y. Zhang, G. He, Z. Ai, W. A. Nack, G.
Chen, Org. Lett. 2014, 16, 1764; h) J. Peng, Z. Xie, M.
Chen, J. Wang, Q. Zhu, Org. Lett. 2014, 16, 4702.

[11] T. Kawano, K. Hirano, T. Satoh, M. Miura, J. Am.
Chem. Soc. 2010, 132, 6900.

[12] K. H. Ng, A. S. C. Chan, W. Y. Yu, J. Am. Chem. Soc.
2010, 132, 12862.

[13] S. H. Park, J. Kwak, K. Shin, J. Ryu, Y. Park, S. Chang,
J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2014, 136, 2492.

[14] S. Yu, G. Tang, Y. Li, X. Zhou, Y. Lan, X. Li, Angew.
Chem., Int. Ed. 2016, 55, 8696.

[15] X. H. Hu, X. F. Yang, T. P. Loh, ACS Catal. 2016, 6,
5930.

[16] B. Zhou, J. Du, Y. Yang, H. Feng, Y. Li, Org. Lett. 2013,
15, 6302.

[17] a) S. Yu, Y. Li, X. Zhou, H. Wang, L. Kong, X. Li, Org.
Lett. 2016, 18, 2812; b) L. Shi, B. Wang, Org. Lett. 2016,
18, 2820; c) M. Zou, J. Liu, C. Tang, N. Jiao, Org. Lett.
2016, 18, 3030; d) N. K. Mishara, M. Joen, Y. Oh, H. Jo,
J. Park, S. Han, S. Sharma, S. H. Han, Y. H. Jung, I. S.
Kim, Org. Chem. Front. 2017, 4, 241.

[18] For selected reports on ketone as directing group in
C�H activation, see: a) K. Muralirajan, K. Parthasara-
thy, C. H. Cheng, Angew. Chem., Int. Ed. 2011, 50, 4169;
b) X. Liu, X. Li, H. Liu, Q. Guo, J. Lan, R. Wang, J.
You, Org. Lett. 2015, 17, 2936. Other weak oxygen
chelators in amination: c) H. Wang, J. Kim, J. Jeong, S.
Chang. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2014, 136, 10770.

[19] For selected reports on C�H amination of secondary
amides, see: a) C. Grohmann, H. Wang, F. Glorius, Org.
Lett. 2012, 14, 656; b) J. Ryu, J. Kwak, K. Shin, D. Lee,
S. Chang, J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2013, 135, 12861; c) J. Kim,
J. Kim, S. Chang, Chem. Eur. J. 2013, 19, 7328; d) J.
Ryu, K. Shin, S. H. Park, J. Y. Kim, S. Chang. Angew.
Chem., Int. Ed. 2012, 51, 9904; e) H. Kim, S. Chang,
ACS Catal. 2015, 5, 6665; f) G. N. Hermann, P. Becker,
C. Bolm, Angew. Chem., Int. Ed. 2016, 55, 3781.

[20] For selected reports on C�H activation of tertiary
amides,see: a) F. Wang, Z. Qi, J. Sun, X. Zhang, X. Li,
Org. Lett. 2013, 15, 6290; b) X. F. Yang, X. H. Hu, T. P.
Loh, Org. Lett. 2015, 17, 1481; c) X. G. Li, M. Sun, K.
Liu, Q. Jin, P. N. Liu, Chem. Commun. 2015, 51, 2380;
d) T. J. Potter, J. A. Ellman, Org. Lett. 2017, 19, 2985.

[21] Makarov, A. S.; Merkushev, A. A.; Uchuskin, M. G.;
Trushkov, I. V. Org. Lett. 2016, 18, 2192.

UPDATES asc.wiley-vch.de

Adv. Synth. Catal. 2017, 359, 4411 – 4416 4416 � 2017 Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim

http://asc.wiley-vch.de

